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What is CSA?
A Safety Measurement System that:
• Uses crash records and ALL roadside inspection 

safety-based violations of COMMERCIAL MOTOR 
VEHICLES to determine carrier/driver safety

• Assigns weights to time and severity of violations 
based on relationship to crash risk

• Calculates safety performance based on seven 
BASICs

• Triggers the intervention process (eventually will 
feed Safety Fitness Determination)



49 CFR 383.5 Definition (partial)
Motor vehicle or combination of motor vehicles 
used in commerce to transport passengers or 
property if the motor vehicle:

• Has a gross combination weight rating of 26,001 
pounds or more, inclusive of a towed unit with a 
gross vehicle weight rating of more than 10,000 
pounds; OR

• Has a gross vehicle weight rating of 26,001 
pounds or more; OR

• Is of any size and used to transport hazardous 
materials in a quantity requiring a placard.

What’s a CMV?



Medium and Heavy 

GVWR 26,001 lbs

GVWR 52,000 lbs



These drivers need…
• Commercial Drivers License with Proper 

Endorsements
• Medically Qualified/Medical Examiner 

Card
• Driver Qualification File
• Hours of Service/Logbook
• Vehicle Inspection
• Drug & Alcohol Testing
• Accident Recordkeeping Required



Medium Duty

GVWR 14,200 lbs

GVWR 14,400 lbs



49 CFR 390.5 Definition (partial)

Means any self-propelled or towed motor vehicle 
used on a highway in interstate commerce to 
transport passengers or property when the vehicle:

• Has a gross vehicle weight rating or gross 
combination weight rating, or gross vehicle weight 
or gross combination weight, of 10,001 pounds or 
more, whichever is greater; OR

• Is used to transport hazardous materials in a 
quantity requiring a placard.

What’s a CMV?



Light Duty



These drivers need…

• Driver Qualification File
• Medically Qualified/Medical Examiner 

Card
• Vehicle Inspection
• Accident Recordkeeping
• No CDL needed unless hauling hazmat 

requiring a placard
• No drug & alcohol testing



CSA Pointers

Unsafe Driving –
speeding, reckless 

driving, etc. 
(intervention 

threshold >/=60%)



Unsafe Driving Examples
49 CFR 392.2 –
Every commercial 
motor vehicle must 
be operated in 
accordance with 
laws, ordinances, and 
regulations…if 
FMCSR imposes a 
higher standard of 
care than law, 
FMCSR must be 
complied with.

• Following too close
• Reckless driving  
• Speeding 1-5 miles per hour 

over the speed limit 
• Improper lane change  
• Speeding 6-10 miles per 

hour over the speed limit 
• Speeding 15 or more miles 

per hour over the speed limit 
• Failure to obey traffic 

control device  
• Failing to use seat belt while 

operating CMV 
• Speeding 



CSA Pointers

Fatigued Driving 
– hours of service, 

logbooks 
(threshold 

intervention 60%)



Fatigued Driving Examples

49 CFR Part 395
• *.8 – log violation 

(general/form & manner)
• *.8(a) – No record of duty 

status (RODS)
• *.8(e) – false report of 

drivers RODS
• *.3(a)(1) – driving more 

than 11 hours
• *.3(a)(2) – driving after 14 

hours on duty



CSA Pointers

Driver Fitness –
medical card, 
CDL, right 

endorsement, 
etc. (intervention 
threshold 75%)



Driver Fitness Examples

• 177.816 – hazmat driver 
training

• 383.23(a)(2) – operating a 
CMV without CDL

• 391.41(a) – no medical 
card in driver’s possession

• 391.45(b) – expired 
medical card

• 391.49(j) – No medical 
waiver in driver’s 
possession



CSA Pointers

Controlled 
Substances/Alcohol 

– using alcohol 
within 4 hours of 

duty, DUI in CMV, 
etc. (intervention 
threshold 75%)



49 CFR Parts 382, 392.4, 392.5



CSA Pointers

Vehicle 
Maintenance –

brake adjustments, 
lights, markings, 
etc. (intervention 
threshold 75%)



Vehicle Maintenance Examples
• Part 392 – Inspections
• Part 393 – Lamps, 

battery installation, 
equipped with brakes, 
warning signals, fuel 
tanks, windshield, 
emergency equipment, 
oil/grease leaks

• Part 396 – Periodic 
inspection, brake 
adjustments



CSA Pointers

Cargo-Related –
load securement, 

hazardous 
material handling, 
etc. (intervention 
threshold 75%)



Cargo-Related Examples



CSA Pointers

Crash Indicator –
history or pattern of 

high crash 
involvement, 

including frequency 
& severity 

(intervention 
threshold 60%)
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